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TRAVI S CHARACTER DESCRI PTI ON:
Travi s:

Travis drives a tricked-out m ni-nonster truck that
accidental ly crashes through the |unchroom w ndow at the
school. Wien Travis opens the car door, dozens of beer cans
spill out. He lives in a ranshackle house with 5 younger
brothers and sisters, all under the age of 10, and his dad
doesn’t seem nuch older than he is. Trav is Mexican-
American. Looks very intimdating, nmean and street-tough
upon first inpression, yet is a total softy at heart. He is
the main caretaker of his famly.

He wears the nost super violent, gruesonme, horror novie/comc
t-shirts (which the Principal often nakes himturn inside-
out ). Loves the Msfits (band) and basically everything
they sell at Hot Topic: skulls, nonsters, black lights, netal
and ol d-school punk, etc...and of course, he loves Goth Grls
(Suicide Grls is his nost-visited bookmark). This makes him
slightly alienated fromthe rest of the Mexican

ki ds/ community: he is the odd man out, the black sheep —and
he likes this. Travis is very confident in who he is.

Travis' goal is to nake |ife one | ong permanent vacation. He
derives great joy and satisfaction fromthe sinple things in
life: an entire free day to do whatever he wants, a new CD
spending all day BBQ ng on his customnmade oil-drumgrill, a
perfectly rolled joint, a new comc, etc. He has been trying
to learn to play the bass for the past 5 years but he is just
too relaxed to put any tinme into it. The answer to al
troubles is a good joke -- keeping a good sense of hunor. Not
to say Trav is "jolly,"” but he I oves a good | augh, be it at
sonmeone el se's expense or his own. Trav serves al nost as the
go- bet ween between Andre the super brilliant and nocki ng and
Dug the dimbut zen. Travis can find sonmething to agree with
on both sides but usually |ands on Andres side marveling at
Dug’ s bizarre “Dugness.”

Trav has had an ultra traditional Catholic upbringing, partly
due to the fact that he was nmainly raised by his grandma (but
that's just in his "backstory") —he currently thinks it's
all quite hilarious and he likes to refer to hinself jokingly
as "satanic." Drawn to ultra-violent horror novies / com cs.
Hs outer self is as tough as a Hell’s Angel and he sonetines
provokes people for the fun of it ...but he is truly a nice
person underneath. And oddly enough, even though he | ooks
radical, he is socially conservative underneath - not in a
"right wi ng republican" conservative way but in a "lives by a
strict noral code / strong famly values / do the right

t hi ng" way.



A large part of the conedy in this character is the contrast
bet ween the tough guy who | oves violent "tough guy" things
and the sensitive soul who takes care of his many siblings,
cooki ng them di nner, helping with honework, etc. He lets his
little sister paint his nails pink, for exanple. He also wll
spend hours | ooking through cookbooks and secretly watches
TIVO ed Martha Stewart episodes for baking and househol d
tips. (backstory: this is probably a reaction to grow ng up
wWith no nomand a dad who is incredibly young and
irrresponsible).

He does not fit in wth the Mexican kids, partly because of
his whole netal/horror/dress in black thing. This has al so
drawn himto Andre, a msfit anong the Black kids. They both
geek out about things |like novies, art, nusic, etc.

words to describe Travis: normal, tough guy act, yet rel axed,
hi dden sweet side.

INT. JOHN F. KENNEDY HI GH SCHOOL LUNCHROOM
M SFI'T TABLE

Dug, Travis and Andre sit with punks, graffiti kids, skaters.
Travis eats a cafeteria sloppy joe sandw ch. Andre has
edamanme, m so soup. Dug eats PB&J) and chips froma paper bag.

HOSTI LE PUNK KI D
(to Travis)
Meat is murder, dude.

Hostile Punk Kid chews his black licorice angrily. H's teeth
are coated with the bl ack goo.

TRAVI S
No, neat is MJRDERED

Hostil e grabs his licorice. Stands up to | eave.
HOSTI LE PUNK KI D
(1 ndi gnant)
| hope your rotten ass neat gives
you ass cancer, Travis!

Hostile storns off, giving the finger to Travis. Travis waves
and sm | es back.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

ANDRE
Don't worry, the huge anounts of
animal fat wll kill himfirst.
TRAVI S

(mouth full)
Animal fat's GOOD for you.

DUG
Yeah, guys need neat in their diet,
a certain anount, every day...

ANDRE
No you don't. Every study ever done
says a Vegetarian diet is

heal t hi er.
DUG
All I knowis, if a man quits
eating neat, his balls shrink up.
ANDRE
(1 aughi ng)

That is the nost retarded thing |
have ever heard in ny LIFE

DUG
My Dad has a friend, he becane a
vegetarian and his wife left him
because of it. H's balls | ooked
like little raisins.

TRAVI S
Wul dn't they be nore |ike prunes?

Travis stops eating. Puts down his food.

TRAVI S ( CONT' D)
Al this ball talk nakes ne fee
ul tra-gay.

ANDRE
Dug, that story is so fake.

TRAVI S
Keep eating your tofu soup or
what ever that is. Don't conme crying
to me when your balls shrink

Dug notices Viv approaching the jock table. Dug gets up and

wal ks of f,

| eaving his lunch. Follow Dug as he passes the..

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

I NT. MR STECKLEBERG S CLASSROOM LATER - DAY

On the board is witten: "Hai ku Topic: FEELINGS!" On the wall
are a few "inspirational"” signs such as "Believe...Achieve!"
and a big handwitten posterboard sign with the word
JUDGEMENT witten on it, under a big circle with a sl ash
drawn through it.

Cut to Viv staring intently at this sign, at the word
"JUDGEMENT" and | ooki ng freaked.

Cut to Andre and Travis sitting on the floor, Travis is
showi ng Andre a"dirty" (but cool) comc: like G bert
Her nandez's "Birdl and. "

DUG
(conspiratorial)
So what are y'all in here for?
ANDRE
...Let"s just say...|l got a teacher

shot in the eye.

DUG
Wait...YOU RE the guy who shot
Coach Roberts with that flare gun?

Dug sl aps his knee and |l ets out a whoop

ANDRE
It wasn't ne, it was a prop
mal function in one of ny plays.

DUG
(still 1 aughing)
Man, | wish | woul da been there to
see it. Nailing a teacher in the
eye with a friggin' flare gun - so
geni us.

Dug is continuing to massage and flex his knee.

TRAVI S
...what's with the knee?

Dug lies on his back and does a weird dramatic | eg stretch.
Deep breat hing. Eyes cl osed.

DUG
| got "sex knee."

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

Andre and Travis look at himlike, "what?"

DUG ( CONT' D)
It's a...chronic condition. |If you
get what [|'m sayi ng.

ANDRE
(condescendi ng)
You SURE it's not from playing
footbal | ?

DUG
Hell no, it's not fromfootball!
You don't have to | ean on your
knees |i ke this when you..

Dug starts to denonstrate by getting on his knees and nmaybe
hunmping the air.

ANDRE
That's ok! That's ok. W get it.

Goth Grl wal ks by the boys. Travis is staring hard at her
Dug noti ces.

DUG
(to Travis)
She would totally go for you. Goth
chi cks | ove guys in bands.

ANDRE
Who's in a band?

Travis | ooks a bit unconfortabl e.

TRAVI S
Well, | HAVE been playing bass for
about 5 years..

ANDRE
No, for 5 years you've been SAYI NG
you're gonna | earn how to play..

DUG
Well, you totally look |like you're
in a band.

TRAVI S

(def ensi ve)
I know sone songs.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

ANDRE
Ok, how many songs do you know?

TRAVI S
Four. Or...three. There's "Wr
Pigs"...half of Slayer's "Raining

Bl ood,"...oh, and | also know the
theme from " Spongebob Square
Pants. "

Andre and Dug | augh.

TRAVI S ( CONT' D)
(def ensi ve)
Shit. It was the only way | coul d
get Diego Junior to sleep at night.

DUG
Wait, you have a KID?

TRAVI S
No...4 little brothers and a
sister.

ANDRE
It's |ike hardcore daycare over
t here.

DUG

(1 ooking off into space)
Man, working at a day care woul d be
such an awesone way to pick up sone
young, hot, frustrated Mns...
they'd fuck (bl eep) you and bake
you cookies after.

In the background, M. S. is trying to get the attention of
the class, but he can't be heard over the |oud kids.

MR S
Cl ass? C ass? Eyes up here! Cass?

Trav and Andre | augh at Dug. Dug tries to high five Travis
and Travis abruptly stops |aughing. Travis | ooks at him
si deways, like, "I don't do that." Dug puts his hand down.

ANDRE
Wnen don't wal k around t hi nki ng
about sex all the time |Iike guys
do. The world does not actually
resenbl e one gi ant porno novie.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: ( 3)

DUG
MY wor |l d does.
Pause.
TRAVI S
(to Andre)
The sad thing is, | believe him

I NT. MR STECKLEBERG S CLASSROOM - AFTERNCON

MR S
Everyone turn to your worksheets.
Look at problem nunber two. "If

your dealer gives you 3 grans of a
subst ance, but your friend needs to
buy 17 grams, and he already stole
10 grans fromyou the week before,
how nmuch do you need?"

M. S. |looks at the kids. Sm |l es.

MR S. (CONT' D)
Conme on, | KNOWyou can do this.

TRAVI S
(mocking M. S.)
Qui ck question. Is the dealer
arnmed? That makes a big difference.
And is he new, or has he been
around for a while?

M. S. consults his notes.

MR S
Where did it say...

ANDRE
(heavy sarcasm
Speaki ng as soneone "fromthe
ghetto," let nme tell you, M. S.,
t hese details make ALL the
di fference.

TRAVI S
(to Andre, sarcastic)
You're fromthe ghetto? That's near
where | live.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

ANDRE
(to Travis, sarcastic)
Oh, where's that?

TRAVI S
(sarcastic)
In "the hood."
ANDRE VIV
(sarcastic) Actually, M. S., this
OCh yeah, right, I've heard of question is seriously flawed.
t hat! The first part is like a

regular math problem 17
mnus 3, fine. But if the
deal er owes you 10 grans,
does that mean you want us to
subtract 107

The bell rings. Everyone leaps up. M. S. renmmins at the
board, pointing to the poster, saying:

MR S.
Renmenber, kids, Believe...to
Achi eve! Believe...to Achievel

The kids wal k out of the class, ignoring him



